bruce bugbee
Bruce Bugbee is a Professor of Crop Physiology at Utah State University. He received a B.S. from the University of Minnesota, an M.S. from UC Davis, and a Ph.D. from Penn State. His long-term interest in biophysical measurements led to his founding of Apogee Instruments in 1996. His career has been guided by the idea that teaching is the highest form of understanding. Eight of his 34 graduate students are now on the faculty at other universities. He received the Utah Governors Medal for Science in 2011 and the D. Wynne Thorne career research award in 2016. He is well known for his NASA-funded studies on crop productivity in the closed, regenerative environments that are necessary for long-term space missions. This work led to his TEDx talk titled, "Turning water into food." yAntAI gAn Yantai Gan is a Senior Scientist, Principal Investigator, with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). Dr. Gan received his MSc and PhD from the University of Manitoba. Yantai is recognized internationally as an authority in the development of alternative cropping systems for dryland farming. He has authored/coauthored over 780 publications, of which 210 journal articles, 18 books and book chapters. Dr. Gan built international multidisciplinary teams with scientists from Australia, Canada, China, Germany, the Netherlands, the USA in addressing some global issues in a number of 
Jerry gloVer
Jerry Glover is a National Geographic Society Explorer and USAID's International Program Leader for Sustainable Intensification. He oversees the agency's sustainable agriculture research programs, which work with smallholder farmers around the world to develop sustainable farming strategies that address poverty and malnutrition. He earned bachelor degrees in soil science and philosophy and then a Ph.D. in soil science at Washington State University. Dr. Glover's research has focused on a range of natural and farmed ecosystems, including no-till, perennial, organic and integrated systems, the results of which have been published in leading international journals, including Nature, Science, and the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Jerry's work has been highlighted in National Geographic, Scientific American, Discover, several documentary films, and the U.S. Botanic Garden's exhibit, "Exposed: The Secret Life of Roots," in Washington, D.C.
University in a teaching and research position from 1988-2003 and at Virginia Tech in an extension and research position from 2004 to present. He has co-authored four books on sports turf management, 37 peer-reviewed publications, 40 peer-reviewed extension publications, a variety of online digital outreach training and testing programs, and has given over 1100 presentations to various turfgrass industry audiences over his career. Dr. Goatley is actively involved in CSSA-Turfgrass Science Division (C05), the Sports Turf Managers Association, the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America, and all professional Virginia turfgrass industry associations, serving as faculty advisor for those groups.
AmIr m.h. IbrAhIm Amir Ibrahim is leader of the Small Grains Breeding program at Texas A&M University. Amir received a B.S. from the University of Gezira (Sudan), M.S. from the American University of Beirut (Lebanon) and a Ph.D. from Colorado State University. Amir manages wheat cultivar development for South, Central, and Northeast Texas and oats for the entire state in addition to teaching, graduate student training, and studying genetic control of end-use quality and biotic and abiotic stress tolerance as well as hybrid wheat. Amir served leadership roles in several associations and provided expertise in international agriculture. Amir has served as the advisor or co-advisor of 17 PhD and 15 MS students, most of whom hold research and leadership positions in the public and private sectors. Amir has published 94 referred journal articles, 36 extension papers, 11 technical reports, 2 book chapters, and 98 abstracts and proceedings. Amir released and co-released 18 winter wheat and three oat cultivars. 
JIAnmIng Xu
Prof. Jianming Xu is a soil scientist with particular interests in the field of soil pollution and remediation, and soil quality and food safety. He had a BA in soil science and plant nutrition (1985) and PhD in soil science (1990) at Zhejiang University, and granted the postdoctoral fellow (1994) (1995) He is an associate editor of Biogeosciences and Pedosphere. Dr. Xu has numerous invitations to present his research at national and international conferences. He has published more than 300 peer-reviewed papers, and is an international recognized authority on soil pollution processes and remediation.
